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From Kim, age 18,  
North High School 
graduate:
“My growing up years were very difficult.  I lost 
my dad at age six and then my mom by age 13. 
I was so depressed, I didn’t care about school. I 
was ditching, smoking weed and talking back to 
teachers. I finished 8th grade with a 0.1 GPA.  

When I went to high school, the Colorado UpLift 
class was so different… the teachers shared 
their lives with us. They cared about us and 
made school worth attending. By the end of my 
freshman year, my GPA was a 3.8. I always knew 
I had potential, but it took my mentor, Monique, 
to bring it out in me. She was relentless in helping 
me mend and heal from my past.  

I’ll never forget the day I walked into class with 
my sixth college acceptance letter and presented 
it to Monique, saying, “We did it, Mom!” With the 
confidence and support I received from Colorado 
UpLift, I am now breaking the cycle of poverty 
and hopelessness from my past and making 
history with a new life full of perseverance, 
achievement and hope. 

A Story of  
A Changed Life

Colorado UpLift
3914 King Street • Denver, Colorado 80211-1932 

Phone 303.830.6615 • Fax 303.830.6763 
www.ColoradoUpLift.org



FinancialsOverall 
• �Colorado UpLift won the Colorado Biz Magazine“Top Company” award, 

Non Profit category.  
• �Colorado UpLift served over 3,600 youth in the metropolitan Denver area 

from 19 Denver Public Schools.
• �Sixteen UpLift students won the Metropolitan Mayors’ and 

Commissioners’ Youth Award in March 2010 (out of 22 winners total), 
recognizing students who have overcome significant challenges in life.  

• �Four model replication partners implemented the UpLift strategy nationally 
(Elevate Orlando, Elevate Phoenix, Elevate New York and Elevate Oregon).  

In School
• �90% of youth who have been in Colorado UpLift three years or more 

graduated from high school, compared to a 52% average among non-
UpLift students (www.dpsk12.org).

• �Colorado UpLift taught over 120 classes each week in Denver Public 
Schools.  

• �A third-party study demonstrated UpLift kids attend school 41% more 
days than their peers.

• �UpLift expanded its reach to third graders at Trevista and Colfax elementary 
schools utilizing a literacy format with high school student readers.  

After School
• �UpLift staff spend up to 80% of their time mentoring students in After 

School activities.
• �The Advanced Leadership class went to Tijuana and built four houses 

for impoverished families. They also contributed more than 500 hours of 
community service to the Denver metro area.

• �100% of high school and middle school students participated in UpLift 
After School activities.

Adventure
• �Over 500 students participated in snowboarding, fitness, sledding, rock 

climbing, and other Adventure activities – many for the first time.
• �Doulos, UpLift’s team-building and leadership workshops, served over 800 

elementary and high school students.

Post Secondary
• �82% of UpLift students who applied for college were enrolled in the fall of 2010.
• �Two “Next Step” seminars were held on college campuses to educate 

UpLift students about college enrollment, preparation and attendance.  
• �UpLift hosted 1,730 students in our spring educational career fairs utilizing 

over 150 community volunteers.  
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Accomplishments
from 2010

GOAL:
High School Graduation

Evaluated By:
Denver Public School District 

graduation data. 

GOAL:
Post Secondary 
Enrollment

Evaluated By:
Staff surveys of students and 

examination of enrollment 
records.

GOAL:
Behavior Change

Evaluated By:
� Third-party research analyst 

conducted by quantitative 
research analyst. 

GOAL:
Personal/Generational 

Firsts

Evaluated By:
Narrative staff recording and 

student reporting.

Program Evaluation

GOAL:
Student Leadership

Evaluated By:
Numbers of students participating 

in and successfully completing 
UpLift experiential leadership 

development programs.

� Staff observation of student 
leadership in community. 

Contributions	2010	 2009 __________________________________

 Board	 $1,905,685	 $1,773,811

 Foundations	 $1,021,392	 $1,177,280

 Individuals	 $866,649	 $617,537

 Other	    $303,116	 $454,238
__________________________________

	 $4,096,842	 $4,022,866

Expenses	 2010	 2009 __________________________________

 Program Services	 $3,252,759	 $3,052,958	  

 Administrative	 $287,366	 $283,340

 Fundraising	 $329,524	 $342,822
__________________________________

	 $3,869,649	 $3,679,120



FinancialsOverall 
• �Colorado UpLift won the Colorado Biz Magazine“Top Company” award, 

Non Profit category.  
• �Colorado UpLift served over 3,600 youth in the metropolitan Denver area 

from 19 Denver Public Schools.
• �Sixteen UpLift students won the Metropolitan Mayors’ and 

Commissioners’ Youth Award in March 2010 (out of 22 winners total), 
recognizing students who have overcome significant challenges in life.  

• �Four model replication partners implemented the UpLift strategy nationally 
(Elevate Orlando, Elevate Phoenix, Elevate New York and Elevate Oregon).  

In School
• �90% of youth who have been in Colorado UpLift three years or more 

graduated from high school, compared to a 52% average among non-
UpLift students (www.dpsk12.org).

• �Colorado UpLift taught over 120 classes each week in Denver Public 
Schools.  

• �A third-party study demonstrated UpLift kids attend school 41% more 
days than their peers.

• �UpLift expanded its reach to third graders at Trevista and Colfax elementary 
schools utilizing a literacy format with high school student readers.  

After School
• �UpLift staff spend up to 80% of their time mentoring students in After 

School activities.
• �The Advanced Leadership class went to Tijuana and built four houses 

for impoverished families. They also contributed more than 500 hours of 
community service to the Denver metro area.

• �100% of high school and middle school students participated in UpLift 
After School activities.

Adventure
• �Over 500 students participated in snowboarding, fitness, sledding, rock 

climbing, and other Adventure activities – many for the first time.
• �Doulos, UpLift’s team-building and leadership workshops, served over 800 

elementary and high school students.

Post Secondary
• �82% of UpLift students who applied for college were enrolled in the fall of 2010.
• �Two “Next Step” seminars were held on college campuses to educate 

UpLift students about college enrollment, preparation and attendance.  
• �UpLift hosted 1,730 students in our spring educational career fairs utilizing 

over 150 community volunteers.  

Development 
Board

Mary Anstine
Former President (Retired)

HealthOne

Scott Beck
CEO
Tango

William Bergner
President

Berco Resources, LLC

Bob Boswell
Chairman and CEO

Laramie Energy II, LLC 

Rod Buscher
CEO/President

Summit Automotive Partners, LLC

Daniel Caruso
CEO

Zayo Group

Alex Cranberg
Chairman of the Board

Aspect Energy

Chuck Farmer
President

Saga Petroleum

John Fox
Chairman of the Board

Mark West Energy Partners, L.P.

Charles Gallagher
Chairman and CEO

Gallagher Enterprises, LLC

Thomas Gamel
Chairman of the Board
Timpte Industries, Inc.

Henry Gordon
President

Strata Capital

J. Mark Grosvenor
Owner and CEO

Grosvenor Industries

Hugh Harvey
Executive Vice President  

of Technology and Director  
Intrepid Potash, Inc.

Clifford Hickey
Managing Director

Anschutz Investment Company

Dave Hunter
President 

Financial Designs Ltd.

John Ikard
President and CEO

FirstBank  
Holding Company

Bud Isaacs
CEO

Rim Companies

Stephen James
Managing Partner

Boulder Telcom Partners

Jeffrey Johnson
Managing Director

MBH Enterprises, Inc.

Jim Kleckner
Vice President-Operations

Anadarko

Eric Koeplin
Co-Founder  

and Managing Director
The Milestone Group

Dave Kornder
President  

Cornerstone Natural  
Resources, LLC

Donald Law
President

Prima Exploration, Inc.

Michael Leede
Manager and Principal

Leede Operating Company, LLC 

Richard Lewis
Managing General Partner

Brakemaka, LLLP

James Lightner
CEO

Beacon E&P

Scott Lowery
Chairman of the Board
Square Two Financial

Bob Malone
Chairman and CEO
Steele Street Bank

Mike Margolis
Entrepreneur

Anne McCarthy
Former Executive Vice President

Western Union

Matt Meagher
President

Meagher Oil & Gas Properties, Inc. 

Brent Morse
Owner

Morenergy Exploration Company

Chaz Mueller
COO

Archstone

Ralph Nagel
President

LeGan Holdings, Inc.

John Orr
Sr. Vice President  

Corporate Development
Ascent Media Corporation

Roger Parker
Chairman and CEO

Recovery Energy, Inc

William Pauls
Chairman of the Board
The Pauls Corporation

Ben Rainey
Founder and President

The Pando Group

Walter Rakowich
CEO

ProLogis

Erik Rebich
Attorney at Law

Blair Richardson
Managing Partner

Bow River Capital Partners

Richard Robinson
Co-Chairman of the Board

Robinson Dairy, Inc.

Dick Saunders
Chairman of the Board  

and Treasurer
Saunders Construction, Inc.

Eric Sipf
Chairman

Imerica Life and Health

George Solich
President

Cordillera Energy Partners

Gregory Symons
Chairman and CEO

Colorado State Bank and Trust

Antoine Toffa
President and CEO
VideoBloom, Inc.

Jeff Vaughan
President

Tracker Resource Development

Joseph Wagner
Chairman and CEO

Wagner Equipment Company

James Wallace
Partner

BWAB Exploration

Eric Weissmann
Managing Director

Kachi Partners

Sam Winegrad
Founder

Meritage Energy

Jeff Wojahn
Executive Vice President

and President, USA Division  
of EnCana

Donald McG. Woods
Chairman, President and CEO
Community Bankshares, Inc.

Doug York
Managing Member Sequel Energy

2010
Contributions	

2010 Expenses

Accomplishments
from 2010

GOAL:
High School Graduation

Evaluated By:
Denver Public School District 

graduation data. 

GOAL:
Post Secondary 
Enrollment

Evaluated By:
Staff surveys of students and 

examination of enrollment 
records.

GOAL:
Behavior Change

Evaluated By:
� Third-party research analyst 

conducted by quantitative 
research analyst. 

GOAL:
Personal/Generational 

Firsts

Evaluated By:
Narrative staff recording and 

student reporting.

Program Evaluation

GOAL:
Student Leadership

Evaluated By:
Numbers of students participating 

in and successfully completing 
UpLift experiential leadership 

development programs.

� Staff observation of student 
leadership in community. 

Contributions	2010	 2009 __________________________________

 Board	 $1,905,685	 $1,773,811

 Foundations	 $1,021,392	 $1,177,280

 Individuals	 $866,649	 $617,537

 Other	    $303,116	 $454,238
__________________________________

	 $4,096,842	 $4,022,866

Expenses	 2010	 2009 __________________________________

 Program Services	 $3,252,759	 $3,052,958	  

 Administrative	 $287,366	 $283,340

 Fundraising	 $329,524	 $342,822
__________________________________

	 $3,869,649	 $3,679,120



FinancialsOverall 
• �Colorado UpLift won the Colorado Biz Magazine“Top Company” award, 

Non Profit category.  
• �Colorado UpLift served over 3,600 youth in the metropolitan Denver area 

from 19 Denver Public Schools.
• �Sixteen UpLift students won the Metropolitan Mayors’ and 

Commissioners’ Youth Award in March 2010 (out of 22 winners total), 
recognizing students who have overcome significant challenges in life.  

• �Four model replication partners implemented the UpLift strategy nationally 
(Elevate Orlando, Elevate Phoenix, Elevate New York and Elevate Oregon).  

In School
• �90% of youth who have been in Colorado UpLift three years or more 

graduated from high school, compared to a 52% average among non-
UpLift students (www.dpsk12.org).

• �Colorado UpLift taught over 120 classes each week in Denver Public 
Schools.  

• �A third-party study demonstrated UpLift kids attend school 41% more 
days than their peers.

• �UpLift expanded its reach to third graders at Trevista and Colfax elementary 
schools utilizing a literacy format with high school student readers.  

After School
• �UpLift staff spend up to 80% of their time mentoring students in After 

School activities.
• �The Advanced Leadership class went to Tijuana and built four houses 

for impoverished families. They also contributed more than 500 hours of 
community service to the Denver metro area.

• �100% of high school and middle school students participated in UpLift 
After School activities.

Adventure
• �Over 500 students participated in snowboarding, fitness, sledding, rock 

climbing, and other Adventure activities – many for the first time.
• �Doulos, UpLift’s team-building and leadership workshops, served over 800 

elementary and high school students.

Post Secondary
• �82% of UpLift students who applied for college were enrolled in the fall of 2010.
• �Two “Next Step” seminars were held on college campuses to educate 

UpLift students about college enrollment, preparation and attendance.  
• �UpLift hosted 1,730 students in our spring educational career fairs utilizing 

over 150 community volunteers.  

Development 
Board

Mary Anstine
Former President (Retired)

HealthOne

Scott Beck
CEO
Tango

William Bergner
President

Berco Resources, LLC

Bob Boswell
Chairman and CEO

Laramie Energy II, LLC 

Rod Buscher
CEO/President

Summit Automotive Partners, LLC

Daniel Caruso
CEO

Zayo Group

Alex Cranberg
Chairman of the Board

Aspect Energy

Chuck Farmer
President

Saga Petroleum

John Fox
Chairman of the Board

Mark West Energy Partners, L.P.

Charles Gallagher
Chairman and CEO

Gallagher Enterprises, LLC

Thomas Gamel
Chairman of the Board
Timpte Industries, Inc.

Henry Gordon
President

Strata Capital

J. Mark Grosvenor
Owner and CEO

Grosvenor Industries

Hugh Harvey
Executive Vice President  

of Technology and Director  
Intrepid Potash, Inc.

Clifford Hickey
Managing Director

Anschutz Investment Company

Dave Hunter
President 

Financial Designs Ltd.

John Ikard
President and CEO

FirstBank  
Holding Company

Bud Isaacs
CEO

Rim Companies

Stephen James
Managing Partner

Boulder Telcom Partners

Jeffrey Johnson
Managing Director

MBH Enterprises, Inc.

Jim Kleckner
Vice President-Operations

Anadarko

Eric Koeplin
Co-Founder  

and Managing Director
The Milestone Group

Dave Kornder
President  

Cornerstone Natural  
Resources, LLC

Donald Law
President

Prima Exploration, Inc.

Michael Leede
Manager and Principal

Leede Operating Company, LLC 

Richard Lewis
Managing General Partner

Brakemaka, LLLP

James Lightner
CEO

Beacon E&P

Scott Lowery
Chairman of the Board
Square Two Financial

Bob Malone
Chairman and CEO
Steele Street Bank

Mike Margolis
Entrepreneur

Anne McCarthy
Former Executive Vice President

Western Union

Matt Meagher
President

Meagher Oil & Gas Properties, Inc. 

Brent Morse
Owner

Morenergy Exploration Company

Chaz Mueller
COO

Archstone

Ralph Nagel
President

LeGan Holdings, Inc.

John Orr
Sr. Vice President  

Corporate Development
Ascent Media Corporation

Roger Parker
Chairman and CEO

Recovery Energy, Inc

William Pauls
Chairman of the Board
The Pauls Corporation

Ben Rainey
Founder and President

The Pando Group

Walter Rakowich
CEO

ProLogis

Erik Rebich
Attorney at Law

Blair Richardson
Managing Partner

Bow River Capital Partners

Richard Robinson
Co-Chairman of the Board

Robinson Dairy, Inc.

Dick Saunders
Chairman of the Board  

and Treasurer
Saunders Construction, Inc.

Eric Sipf
Chairman

Imerica Life and Health

George Solich
President

Cordillera Energy Partners

Gregory Symons
Chairman and CEO

Colorado State Bank and Trust

Antoine Toffa
President and CEO
VideoBloom, Inc.

Jeff Vaughan
President

Tracker Resource Development

Joseph Wagner
Chairman and CEO

Wagner Equipment Company

James Wallace
Partner

BWAB Exploration

Eric Weissmann
Managing Director

Kachi Partners

Sam Winegrad
Founder

Meritage Energy

Jeff Wojahn
Executive Vice President

and President, USA Division  
of EnCana

Donald McG. Woods
Chairman, President and CEO
Community Bankshares, Inc.

Doug York
Managing Member Sequel Energy

2010
Contributions	

2010 Expenses

Accomplishments
from 2010

GOAL:
High School Graduation

Evaluated By:
Denver Public School District 

graduation data. 

GOAL:
Post Secondary 
Enrollment

Evaluated By:
Staff surveys of students and 

examination of enrollment 
records.

GOAL:
Behavior Change

Evaluated By:
� Third-party research analyst 

conducted by quantitative 
research analyst. 

GOAL:
Personal/Generational 

Firsts

Evaluated By:
Narrative staff recording and 

student reporting.

Program Evaluation

GOAL:
Student Leadership

Evaluated By:
Numbers of students participating 

in and successfully completing 
UpLift experiential leadership 

development programs.

� Staff observation of student 
leadership in community. 

Contributions	2010	 2009 __________________________________

 Board	 $1,905,685	 $1,773,811

 Foundations	 $1,021,392	 $1,177,280

 Individuals	 $866,649	 $617,537

 Other	    $303,116	 $454,238
__________________________________

	 $4,096,842	 $4,022,866

Expenses	 2010	 2009 __________________________________

 Program Services	 $3,252,759	 $3,052,958	  

 Administrative	 $287,366	 $283,340

 Fundraising	 $329,524	 $342,822
__________________________________

	 $3,869,649	 $3,679,120



Colorado UpLift

Mission:
Building long-term,  

life-changing relationships  
with urban youth.

2010
Annual Report

Kevin Allen
Chief Executive Officer
Steelmax Tools,  LLC

John Andrews
Chairman

Backbone America

Mary Anstine
Former President (Retired)

HealthOne

Michael Baller
Community Volunteer

Robert Barbee
President and General Manager 

(Retired)
Barbee’s Freeway Ford 

Stephen Barnett
Partner

Arrow Partnership

Dave Beaver
Senior VP/Chief  

Procurement Officer
Hitachi Global Storage

Stephen Bell
Partner

Dorsey & Whitney, LLP

Randall Bellows
Former Co-Founder and Chairman 

(Retired)
Cobe Laboratories

Jeffrey Bennis
CEO
Zookt

Bruce Benson
President 

University of Colorado

Jerry Berglund
Owner

Berglund Investment Group

Marty Berglund
Community Volunteer

Horst Bergmann
Former President (Retired)

Jeppesen

Mac Blount
Sales Manager

Power Motive Corporation

Doug Bonnette
Principal

Crestone Capital Advisors, LLC

Mark Brown
CFP and Partner

Brown & Tedstrom, Inc.

Rod Buscher
CEO/ President

Summit Automotive Partners, LLC

Visda Carson
Partner

Accenture, LLP

Daniel Caruso
CEO

Zayo Group

James Cleary, III
Principal

Financial Designs, Ltd.

Wanda Colburn
Senior Vice President

Atlantic Trust  
Private Wealth Management

 
Marilyn Coors
Community Volunteer

Alex Cranberg
Chairman of the Board

Aspect Energy

Kathy Emmons
Community Volunteer

Kevin Fallon
CEO

Pelion Systems/DemandPoint

Dave Fisher
President

FirstBank of Tech Center

Sam Freedman
Former Chairman 

 (Retired)
Oppenheimer Shareholder 

Services

Charles Gallagher
Chairman and CEO

Gallagher Enterprises, LLC

Thomas Gamel
Chairman of the Board
Timpte Industries, Inc.

John Gart
Partner

The Gart Companies

William Graebel
Chief Operating Officer

Graebel Companies, Inc.

Neal Groff
Chairman

The Madison Group

J. Mark Grosvenor
Owner and CEO

Grosvenor Industries

Laurel Hammer
Partner, Financial Services

KPMG, LLC

Mike Haselden
VP and COO

Haselden Construction

Clifford Hickey
Managing Director

Anschutz Investment Company

Dave Hunter
President

Financial Designs, Ltd.

Margie Hunter
Community Volunteer

J. Kent Hutcheson,PhD.
Founder and President Emeritus

Colorado UpLift

Stephen James
Managing Partner

Boulder Telcom Partners

Bruce Johnson
President

Global Health Exchange, LLC

Donald Kany
Partner

Aegis Financial Group, Inc.

Michael Kennedy
Founder

KMK Capital, LLC

Kurt Kittleson
President

Concord Energy, LLC

Eric Koeplin
Co-Founder and  

Managing Director
The Milestone Group

William Lazzeri
Former Partner  (Retired)
Deloitte & Touche, LLP

Michael Leede
Manager and Principal

Leede Operating Company LLC

Richard Lewis
Managing General Partner

Brakemaka, LLLP

Jim Lightner
CEO

Beacon E&P Co

Scott Lowery
Chairman of the Board
Square Two Financial

Edward McLaughlin
Vice President of  

Corporate Development
Venoco, Inc.

Ted Millice
President

Millice Group, Ltd.

Peter Mindock
Sr. Portfolio Mgmt. Director 

Senior Vice President– 
Wealth Management

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC

Scott Mitchell
President (Retired)
The Monroe Group

Chaz Mueller
Chief Operating Officer

Archstone Smith

Sean Myers
CEO

Pure Potential International

Michael Nelligan
President

U.S. Transport

Vicki O’Connor
CEO

The O’Connor Group

John O’Dorisio, Esq.
Robinson, Waters & O’Dorisio

Michael Painter
President and CEO

Colorado UpLift

William Pauls
Chairman of the Board
The Pauls Corporation

Michael Peebles
President and General Manager

Barbee’s Freeway Ford/ 
Longmont Ford

Richard Plumridge
Partner

Holme Roberts & Owen, LLP

Benjamin Rainey
Founder/President
The Pando Group

Walter Rakowich
CEO

ProLogis

Chris Rebich
President

The O’Connor Group

Craig Reid
Team Manager, Southern Rockies

Samson Resources

Gregory Ressler
Marketing Manager

Sheffield Homes

Donald Ringsby
Chairman and CEO

Ringsby Terminals, Inc.

Ellen Robinson
Community Volunteer

Richard Robinson
Co-Chairman of the Board

Robinson Dairy, Inc.

Richard Saunders
Chairman of the Board  

and Treasurer
Saunders Construction, Inc 

Darrel Schmidt
President

Signature Equities, Inc.

Jeffrey Schmitz
Vice President

Citywide Banks of Colorado, Inc.

Sandy Schmuhl
President

Colorado UpLift Guild

Jon Jay Seal
Former Chairman and CEO  

(Retired)
Seal Furniture and Systems

George Shaw
Former Chairman (Retired)

Shaw Construction

William Slifer
President

Watersaver Company, Inc.

Deb Smith
Tax Partner

Deloitte & Touche, LLP

Mark Smith
Owner

Riverfront Park  
Communities Foundation

Josh Stewart
CEO

XJet, LLC

Gregory Symons
Chairman of the Board and CEO
Colorado State Bank and Trust

Rod Thacker
Managing Partner

Denver Retirement Partners, LLC

Antoine Toffa
President and CEO
VideoBloom, Inc. 

Michael Turner
CEO

RevGen Partners 

Mark Van Tine
President and CEO

Jeppesen

Joseph Wagner
Chairman and CEO

Wagner Equipment Company

James Wallace
Partner

BWAB Exploration

Rick Watson
Director, Client Relations

The Milestone Group

Karen Woods
Community Volunteer

Board of  
Directors

From Kim, age 18,  
North High School 
graduate:
“My growing up years were very difficult.  I lost 
my dad at age six and then my mom by age 13. 
I was so depressed, I didn’t care about school. I 
was ditching, smoking weed and talking back to 
teachers. I finished 8th grade with a 0.1 GPA.  

When I went to high school, the Colorado UpLift 
class was so different… the teachers shared 
their lives with us. They cared about us and 
made school worth attending. By the end of my 
freshman year, my GPA was a 3.8. I always knew 
I had potential, but it took my mentor, Monique, 
to bring it out in me. She was relentless in helping 
me mend and heal from my past.  

I’ll never forget the day I walked into class with 
my sixth college acceptance letter and presented 
it to Monique, saying, “We did it, Mom!” With the 
confidence and support I received from Colorado 
UpLift, I am now breaking the cycle of poverty 
and hopelessness from my past and making 
history with a new life full of perseverance, 
achievement and hope. 

A Story of  
A Changed Life

Colorado UpLift
3914 King Street • Denver, Colorado 80211-1932 

Phone 303.830.6615 • Fax 303.830.6763 
www.ColoradoUpLift.org
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